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EARLY YEARS
PROGRESSION

SUMMARY
Inspiring Every Child's Musical Journey through Diversity,

Progression and Inclusion

Our teachers are on hand
to introduce musical

instruments and songs to
small and large groups of

children. This takes place at
your setting and  can be

booked for a time that
suits. 

DEMOS

Head over to our website to gain an insight into our other
activities, to book sessions, videos and general contact.

www.sloughmusicservice .co .uk

Talk to children about what
they have listened to. what
were their favourite
songs? do they remember
any names of instruments
they heard? 

LET’S TALK ABOUT
MUSIC!

EARLY EARS WEEKLY
CLUB   

We have designed a series
of 58 musical videos and
learning package for you to
use in your early years
settings at your
convenience. The learning
package enables teachers
to choose songs to
compliment what children
are learning at the time.  The
videos are available at the
cost of £25 !!

EARLY EARS VIDEOS

LIVE LESSONS

Come along to our termly
community music sessions
held at various community
centres and libraries in
Slough. The schedule of
these will be sent to each
setting to promote to
families and involve story
telling with an interactive
musical instrument session. 

COMMUNITY MUSIC 

ENJOY

Our weekly club aimed at Early years
children aged 2-4years. Children from

Slough can attend the club on a weekly,
term time basis where they receive

aspects of the Early years curriculum
framework as well as Kodaly. 

At the cost of just £45, A
specialist music teacher can

come into your setting to
conduct a live music lesson with

instruments. Children can try
out new instruments as well as
sing-a-longs with instruments. 

we hope our progression
route enables you to

understand  the
development in music that

can take place from an
early age. Children who

take our programme will be
more musically ready for

year 1 and beyond. 



Students will be
playing Tuned and

untuned
instruments

musically 

Students in Key

stage 1 can

experience music

through listening to

and trying out

instruments as well

as our Kodaly

scheme of work

 Key Stage 1 

Key stage 1 children
 Can join a choir at

school or in the
 community 

Can have one to one
or small group

lessons in
instruments such as
recorder, keyboard

Ukulele, singing, and
percussion

Experiment
and explore
sounds and

instruments 

KS1 children start
learning an instrument

through  our whole
class ensemble

teaching or as an
afterschool club at

their school   

Using voices expressively
and creatively while singing 



KEY STAGE 2 
+ 

Opportunities for more
complex instrumental
1 to 1 and small group

teaching such as brass,
woodwind and strings 

Can commence
vocal 1 to 1 and

small group
lessons and

have an
introduction
into singing
techniques

Can attend a Music
centre for

Instrumental or
Music Technology
skills development

Students develop
their musicianship

and learn more
about the language
of music, including
music notation and

theory

Can take part in an ensemble
such as training orchestra or
guitar/string ensembles and

choirs

Can perform pieces on their
instrument at Recitals throughout

the academic year outside of
school. Students can also be

selected for various opportunities
as part of our gifted and talented

programmes of activity

Composition opportunities
throughout various activities

such as After school clubs and
Music centres.  Elements of

composition in our classroom
lessons

Students can join neighbouring 
ensembles at Windsor Music Centre once they can

play 5 notes on their instrument.
e.g. Let’s play strings ensemble

Students can start to take
graded exams 



Students are supported to progress to
specialist colleges, universities or

conservatoires. Parents can get in touch
to ask us anything related to music

education. 

DEVELOPMENT 

Our partnership with Royal Holloway
University London enables us to give

students a taste of university life
through visiting the university and

taking part in joint projects to enhance
their musical exposure. 

VOLUNTEERING
AND WORK

EXPERIENCE
Suitable students can apply to be a

volunteer in Slough to enable
professional development within the
arts sector. Year 11 students can also
contact us if they wish to have work

experience with us or a partner
organisation

Students are able to advance in their
ensembles and explore other ways of
making music through our partners

and our music technology and ‘build a
band clubs’. 

GRASS
ROOTS

Students are supported to access
apprenticeships in the arts. This could
be through our own opportunities or
partner organisation opportunities 

performance

Students in Slough can perform at
many of our events such as recitals,
battle of the bands, Concerts and

summer singing showcase festivals. 

CONTINUING
LEARNING AND

GRADING 
Students can continue to have lessons

with us beyond school, in the
community and with our local partners.
Students can also take Arts Award and

continue graded exams to gain
qualification in the music and much

more. 

OUR
PARTNERSHIPS 

We work with organisations that
support our students journey in music.
We deliver Slough’s got Talent and
Open mic nights in conjunction with
Norden Farm. We currently have

Curve choir for any persons over 16.
Steel pan Saturdays in partnership
with YES Slough. We aim to start a

choir for people with dementia. 

PROGRESS

FURTHER &
HIGHER

EDUCATION
AND BEYOND 

 Support



Inclusive Musical Progression: Alternative pathways to music Development:
We recognise diverse musical journeys

Flexible Progression pathways: 
Progress in music should be viewed as a personalised journey rather than a
fixed pathway. Children and young people with diverse needs may develop

musically through:
Sensory Engagement with sound and rhythm 

Increased confidence and participation in musical activities
Development of communication skills through music 

Expressive and creative exploration, regardless of technical ability

Musical progression is not limited to traditional academic key stages or graded exams. For children and young people in special schools and
those out of education, musical development can take many forms, reflecting individual abilities, interests, and access to resources. This

section explores how our inclusive approach can support meaningful musical growth for our learners. 

Music Education in Special schools and units 
For children and young people with SEND, music can provide an essential means of communication, self

expression, and emotional regulation. We work closely with our special schools in Slough to ensure we can
offer resources such as:

Adaptive instruments and technology: Through our partnership with Berkshire Music Trust, schools in
Slough are able to hire specialist musical instruments such as  Sound beam, I pads, Compsr and

switches. 
Our teachers ensure personal targets that reflect students unique abilities and aspirations

We ensure our staffed are trained and equipped to work with children and young people with diverse
learning needs. 



Assessment and Recognition

Traditional assessment models may not be suitable for all learners, but our alternative approaches will celebrate and
acknowledge progress. 

Performances, whether in small groups, one to one settings, large scale or small scale. 
Certificates of achievement to celebrate a performance or musical milestone 

Student of the month accolades 

Every child regardless of their circumstances, deserves the opportunity to engage in and progress through music. By
embracing flexible, inclusive, and creative approaches, we are able to ensure children and young people experience the joy

and benefits of musical development in a way that is meaningful to them. 

We work closely with Slough Children’s first and the Virtual school to deliver musical programs and lessons for children who are looked
after as well as children who are out of mainstream education, including children who are seeking asylum in the UK, living in temporary

accommodation. 

Progression for children out of Education and Educated
at Home

For children and young people who are out of formal education, music can be a powerful tool for engagement and
personal development. Strategies to support their progression include: 

Access to all of our community and extra
curricular programmes including: 

Early Ears clubs 
Rap school 

Music Tech Clubs 
HAF holiday clubs
Saturday Steel pan

signpost to suitable community music
programmes from our partners 

Flexible and informal learning
We can offer online music lessons where requested, 

Online lessons in music technology as well as look at bespoke learning pathways to suit the
individual. 


