
 

Instrument Hire 

Slough Music Service operates an instrument loan scheme that is open to all young 
musicians in Slough. When you learn to play an instrument, you will need one of your own. 
You need to have an instrument to take lessons with us, and it is essential to practice at 
home every day in between lessons. Our hire charges are billed termly and start at £25 per 
term depending on the instrument. (see hire price list below).  

Starting Out – Hiring an instrument 

We recommend pupils new to learning hire an instrument for the first few terms, until you 
are sure you wish to have lessons for a long time. You can hire most instruments from us. 
Where we are unable to offer hire of a particular instrument, we will aim to source the 
instrument from a partner.  Some instruments should be hired for longer, such as string 
instrument, which need to change size as the pupil gets bigger.  Please note we do not stock 
many full-size stringed instruments as it is expected that you will acquire your own at this 
stage.  

Moving On – Buying your own instrument 

When it is time to buy your own instrument, perhaps because you have grown to fit a full-
size instrument, it is essential to get advice from your instrumental teacher. Expensive 
instruments are not always necessary as economical models are often very good, however 
there are many models and makes which should be avoided – they may be cheap, but are 
simply not worth it. A poor quality or wrongly sized instrument can lead to poor playing 
results which is demoralising for the pupil and make progress more difficult. String 
instruments need to be the correct size for the pupil, and only your teacher or a good 
retailer will be able to advise correctly about this. 

When you do buy, get advice from the teacher about where to go for an instrument – you 
should always go to a reputable, specialist musical instrument retailer, and never buy an 
instrument from general high street retailers or online auction sites. 

When you choose to buy, look at the Assisted Instrument Purchase Scheme (AIPS) available 
through Slough Music Service or Arts Council England’s ‘Take It Away’ scheme (see below). 
There are conditions to qualifying for both, but if you meet these conditions, it’s a simple, 
quick and money saving way to get an instrument. 

We can offer reduced cost lessons and free music centre membership, as well as instrument 
hire for families on low incomes. This is done on an individual case basis so please do get in 
touch should you be experiencing any financial difficulties, as we always strive to remove 
barriers to entry in your involvement with Slough Music Service. 
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Instrument Hire Price per term  

Violin, viola, Cello Double Bass £30 

Guitar (all sizes)  £25 

Tabla £30 

Flute (all types) £30 

Clarinet (all types)  £30 

Oboe £30 

Cor Anglais £40 

Basoon £30 

Saxophone (all types) £30 

Brass: Trumpet, trombone, French Horn, Tuba, 
Cornet, Euphonium, Baritone Horn  

£30 

Recorders Purchase only  

 

The charges are based on cost of standard servicing, repair and replacement of cases, 

moving parts, bows and strings.  

The instruments are subject to availability following receipt of a completed application 

form. Hire is charged termly via invoice.  

Please return the instrument to Slough Music service when you no longer need it.  

Students are assigned a specific instrument using with an instrument serial number. The 

safekeeping, insurance and maintenance of the instrument is the responsibility of the hirer. 

Please note that standard household insurance may not cover an instrument left in a 

vehicle. The instrument should be stored away from direct sources of heat and light and 

protected from extreme weather conditions.  

Replacement of strings, pads etc during the hire period are the responsibility of the hirer. 

Any accidental damage or loss of the instrument should be reported to Slough Music service 

immediately and further advice may be given on how to proceed. The instrument will be 

checked at the start and end of the hire period. Any servicing or repairs as a result of fair 

where and tear will be carried out by the music service. Any additional repair costs may be 

passed onto the hirer if deemed necessary.  

The instrument you hire from us may be used for any concert or other musical event, at a 

music centre, school, home or other venue. Specific permission must be sought if you plan 

to take the instrument abroad.  


